RETHINKING WHAT WE THINK WE KNOW
with the June 30, 2022 publication of the finalized
2025/2030 CECP report (clean energy & climate plan)
the commonwealth withdrew its previous
recommendation that 60,000 acres be employed for solar.
p.41/2025/30 CECP interim report; cf. p.68 2025/30 cecp final report

The final CECP report now states that natural & working
lands’ ability to sequester emissions will be a critical
component of achieving net-zero GHG (green house gas)
emissions. new policies will support the conservation,
climate smart management, and restoration of NWL
(natural and working lands). p.xv 2025/30 cecp final report
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What changed
the 2025/2030 CECP final report for the first
time provides an analysis of the emissions from,
and the carbon sequestration by, Massachusetts’
NWL.” (natural & working land)
p.xv/2025/30 CECP final report

to protect the Commonwealth’s natural
resources for carbon sequestration and other
benefits, massachusetts will increase the state’s
efforts to permanently conserve at least 28%
and 30% of undeveloped land and water by 2025
and 2030, respectively. p.xv/2025/30 CECP final report
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Where should solar be sited
ECAC (Amherst’s energy & climate action committee),
relying on the interim draft of the 2025/30 CECP report
(dec 2020) and the 2050 roadmap (dec 2020), has urged
Amherst to use “hundreds of acres” (335) for large
solar installations, characterizing this as the town’s
“fair share.”
(see, for example, Nov 2021 meeting presentation by steve roof; ecac letter to TC, CRC, & PB, 21 Dec.
21, 2021”letter concerning the development of a new Amherst Solar Zoning Bylaw and need for a
solar study; June 1, 2022 ecac meeting presentation by dwayne breger, “solar in Amherst”)

This ECAC directive to employ hundreds of
acres for solar does not align with the new
guidance from the commonwealth.
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Solar on “built” landscapes
The state recognizes the challenge of identifying
suitable solar siting options, and reports that DOER
(dept. of energy resources) initiated “a Technical
Potential of Solar Study” in 2022 that will create a
ranking of preferred and least preferred locations
for solar in Massachusetts, considering environmental,
land use, and economic factors. p. 68/2025/30 CECP final report

DOER will continue to encourage solar and storage
projects on “built” landscapes. “the technical study”
will help indicate how much solar would be sited in
the commonwealth consistent with the protection of
critical lands and habitat.
p. 69/2025/30 CECP final report
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How will natural resources be protected
Mass. Dept of energy resources plans to work with
environmental protection agencies and stakeholders to
ensure that the incentives provided to solar and
storage projects do not unintentionally harm valuable
natural and working lands and forests.
pp. 68-69/2025/30 CECP final report

The 19 (including mass Audubon) signatory
organizations to “a solar siting joint statement”
(1oct. 2021) have called on the commonwealth to
plan and implement policies and programs for the
rapid, responsible siting of solar power systems.
https://massland.org/sites/default/files/files/solar_siting_joint_statement_final.pdf
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Resource links
2050 DECARBONIZATION ROADMAP December 2020
https://www.mass.gov/doc/ma-decarbonization-roadmap-lowerresolution/download
2035/35 CLEAN ENERGY & CLIMATE PLAN (CECP) 30 June 2022
FINAL: https://www.mass.gov/doc/clean-energy-and-climate-planfor-2025-and-2030/download
DRAFT: https://www.mass.gov/doc/interim-clean-energy-andclimate-plan-for-2030-december-30-2020/download

commonwealth’s environment justice website and maps
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massgis-data-2020environmental-justice-populations
CAARP Report 21 June 2021
Clean Action, Adaptation, and Resiliency Plan
https://www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/56637/7aCAARP_Town_Council_6-21-2021_final-slides-1commonwealth
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